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Strategic Council Meeting - Build Calgary Update (Verbal) 
May 4, 2015 
 
Administration provided an update to Council on two Build Calgary initiatives: off-site levies and 
land supply. The presentation focused on the potential for off-site levies in Calgary’s established 
communities. 
 
Off-site levies are charges to developers for infrastructure that isn’t specific to one community (i.e. 
local) but, rather, infrastructure that serves a number of communities. Examples of infrastructure 
that would be funded, in part, by off-site levies are expressways, interchanges, sewage treatment 
plants and linear utilities connections. 
 
The presentation highlighted growth trends in Calgary including where growth has taken place in 
the past, present and what is expected in the future. The goal, under the Municipal Development 
Plan, is for 50% of new growth to take place in new communities and 50% of new growth to take 
place in established communities. 
 
In 2001-2002, 14% of new growth took place in established communities while, in 2013-2014, that 
number increased to 42%. 
 
To accommodate the increased growth in established communities – and to help the City of Calgary 
meet the objective of financial sustainability – new strategies are needed. Administration outlined 
next steps regarding off-site levies in established communities. They include:  
 

• conducting an infrastructure capacity analysis;  
• assessing the city centre program; 
• coordinating and reviewing all current re-development initiatives; 
• identifying other re-development funding options; 
• researching re-development funding best practices; 
• establishing a cross-departmental team that includes representation from Centre City 

Planning, Utilities & Environmental Protection, Transportation, Community Services & 
Protective Services, Law and Finance. 

 
Once the work team is established, a work plan with deliverables and timelines will be finalized.  
City Council accepted the May 4 report for information. Further updates will be provided to Council 
as the work progresses. 
  
  
 

 

  

  

  Council News in Brief is an informal summary of highlights from Calgary City Council’s meetings. The 
City Clerk provides the complete and formal documentation of Council’s meetings.    
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