
          

  

Council News in Brief 
Regular Meeting of Council 
June 29, 2015  

Secondary Suites 

Council received an update from Administration on several matters related to secondary suites. 
Council directed that no further consideration be given to a public vote on secondary suites or to a 
policy approach that would encourage them only in the vicinity of rapid transit stations. Council 
rejected second and third readings of a proposed bylaw to allow secondary suites in all low density 
land use districts in wards 7,8,9 and 11.  

E-Cigarettes Update 

Council received a report outlining e-cigarette research findings and an overview of current 
legislation across North America. Council amended the Smoking Bylaw to prohibit the use of e-
cigarettes in public places where tobacco smoking is currently prohibited. Council also requested 
that the Mayor send a letter to the Minister of Health advocating for a provincial e-cigarette 
strategy. Council amended the report recommendations to exempt existing, enclosed vape shops 
from the bylaw and agreed to review this in 18 months. 

Golf Course Operations Capital Update 

Council received a capital plan update for the golf course system outlining requirements for 
approximately $37.9 million over 10 years across the city for lifecycle, maintenance and upgrades. 
The City manages eight municipal golf courses and three driving ranges at six locations. While 
operations have continued to be self-supporting, capital funding for lifecycle, maintenance and 
course upgrades is limited. A number of alternate capital funding strategies are under investigation 
and will be brought forward to Council in Q4 2015 as part of an overarching golf sustainability work 
plan update. 

Street Sweeping Parking Management 

Council approved a new fine for vehicles parked in violation of temporary signage in order to 
improve the effectiveness of City maintenance operations such as street sweeping. The fine will 
help to offset the costs of towing non-compliant parked vehicles, which The City currently covers. 
Council directed administration to determine how and whether to invoke parking bans associated 
with spring clean-up activities in targeted, residential areas across the city. 

Constructive Use of Council & Administration’s Time (Councillor Notice of Motion) 

Council approved one of three changes proposed to Council / Committee schedules with the intent 
of creating efficiencies. Council directed the Legislative Governance Task Force Committee to 
consider schedule changes to more efficiently accommodate Annual General Meetings (AGMs) for 
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The City’s wholly-owned subsidiaries. Council rejected a change to Council hours and a change 
proposed to combine the Standing Policy Committee on Utilities and Corporate Services with the 
Land & Asset Strategy Committee. 

Sport Ramps (Councillor Notice of Motion) 

Council approved a proposal directing Administration to engage with Calgarians to confirm that 
sport ramp maximum dimensions of 1.5 meters high x 5 meters wide x 6 meters long are 
appropriate and that ramps within that size be exempt from the requirement for a development 
permit. Based on engagement, the proposal calls for changes to be made accordingly to the Land 
Use Bylaw and that changes to the Community Standards Bylaw also be considered in order to 
address excessive and intermittent noise related to sport ramp activities. The proposal aims to 
support skateboarding as a healthy activity and mainstream sport. 

City of Calgary Annual Promotion of Pride Week (Councillor Notice of Motion) 

Council amended and approved a proposal directing Administration to support Calgary Pride Week 
annually by installing Pride flags within existing City of Calgary infrastructure on 9 Avenue and 
painting a rainbow-patterned crosswalk connecting Olympic Plaza and City Hall at 8 Avenue and 
Macleod Trail SE. The amendment eliminates the need for mandatory private funding as part of The 
City’s support of Pride Week. Council directed Administration to reassess the initiative annually.  
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