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Why is the project needed? 
The existing 15th Street Trunk Sewers, located at the north 

end of 15 St. S.E. convey sanitary flow from north Calgary to 

the Bonnybrook Wastewater Treatment Plant. In 2013, The 

City of Calgary identified the need for additional sanitary trunk 

capacity between the existing 15 St. S.E. siphon, located in 

north Inglewood, and the Bonnybrook Wastewater Treatment 

Plant. This additional capacity is required to meet projected 

flow from existing and new development as well as population 

growth. A new trunk through Inglewood is critical to ensure 

we can meet our service requirements which include future 

wastewater loads and wet weather flows. 

What is the timeframe for this project? 
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2017, and is expected 

to take up to two years. 

 

What work is being done? 
AECOM is the prime consultant and since October 2014 the 

company has been evaluating route options and working on 

the preliminary design for the new sanitary trunk. As part of 

the preliminary work specialists are investigating soil 

conditions to help determine the route of the new trunk. 

Geotechnical drilling will begin in April 2016 and should be 

completed by June. The investigations involve drilling holes 

in several locations. Each drill hole takes up to one day to 

complete. You may observe trucks in the vicinity of your 

home, hear some noise and experience vibration as the work 

occurs. 

The preferred route will be recommended based on a 

number of factors including cost, technical feasibility, 

geotechnical/soil conditions, location of existing utilities, 

environmental and construction impacts to adjacent green 

spaces and the Bow River, and social impacts. Other 

considerations include coordination with other City 

infrastructure projects in the area including the SE LRT 

Green Line Project, the 12th Street Bridge Replacement 

Project, the Calgary Zoo Flood Mitigation Project and the 9th 

Avenue Bridge Replacement Project. The City and AECOM 

have been working through a Triple Bottom Line Analysis of 

the different routing options. The objective is to find the best 

route for this project considering all factors. 

Additional consideration has also been given to the 

construction methodology. At this point it appears horizontal 

drilling/micro tunneling is least disruptive to the environment 

and the community. This eliminates the need for trenching 

along the entire length of the alignment, however it does 

require open shafts at several locations along the route. The 

location, footprint and vehicle access for these shafts is also 

being assessed. 

 

 
You may see drill trucks like this in your community. 

 

When will the alignment be determined 

and how will I find that information? 
The final alignment will be selected by May 2016. Once the 

decision on the alignment has been made, the information will 

be available via Calgary.ca, 311, mail outs and / or Open 

Houses. 
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Our commitment to stakeholders 
As with all municipal projects, Water Services will follow 

established engagement principles and guidelines in its 

dialogue with citizens. Information on project need, funding 

and preferred alignment will be available as decisions are 

made. We will be talking to residents and businesses to make 

sure we understand the potential impacts of construction and 

use stakeholder suggestions to mitigate those impacts. The 

City has worked with a number of internal departments, and 

engaged with various internal and external stakeholders in 

their preliminary analysis of options. Once we know more 

about the alignment and timing we will be sharing the 

information with all stakeholders and seeking input on issues 

such as construction impacts and disruption concerns of the 

community, residents and businesses so they can be 

addressed. As with all projects, The City will ensure 

stakeholders are informed through all phases of this project.   

 

What is the role of Water Services? 
Water Services is responsible for the delivery of safe drinking 

water as well as the collection and management of all 

wastewater and storm water. Working with the larger portfolio 

of Utilities and Environmental Protection, Water Services also 

plays a key role in watershed and water protection programs 

and the integration of environmental compliance on capital 

projects through the ECO Plan Policy and supporting 

programs. 

 

How can I get more information? 
Until decisions are made, you can call Melanie Gray, P.Eng., 

Project Engineer, Water Services, City of Calgary, 

403.268.4744. Once more information is available it will be 

posted on The City of Calgary’s website, www.calgary.ca, or 

available through 311.  

http://www.calgary.ca/

