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What is the Giant Panda project about and why does it matter? 
 On April 6, the Standing Policy Committee on Community Services & Protective Services 

unanimously supported a recommendation from city administration that the City of Calgary invest 
$8.15 million in the Calgary Zoo’s giant panda project.  

 

Where is this money coming from? 
 This project will be funded by the province, not by Calgarians’ property taxes. 

 
 The City’s share comes from the City’s Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) Culture budget, and is 

money that is specifically earmarked for culture projects that benefit Calgary.  

 
 The City’s investment will be leveraged by about 4:1 and will help the Calgary Zoo get funding from 

other levels of government, donors and zoo reserves. 

 
 The giant panda project has been well researched and is highly recommended by City administration 

as a sound investment.  
 

Will new jobs be created?  
 An estimated 190 - 200 full-time construction-related jobs will be created from 2016 through 2018 by 

this project. Another 40 new full-time permanent jobs will be added in 2018. 
 

 The project is shovel-ready and can begin putting people to work as soon as the development permit 
is approved. 

 

 Today’s lower construction costs mean greater value for every dollar spent so this is the ideal time for 
this project. 

 

What are the economic benefits to Calgary? 
 There are very timely economic benefits to this project. They include:  

 
 The new exhibits are projected to boost tourism in Calgary by $16-$18 million in 2018 and the zoo’s 

annual economic impact will rise from the current $79 million to over $95 million. 

 
 When the giant pandas leave, the exhibit will be economically re-purposed to host a new habitat of 

highly endangered orangutans. 

 
What are the next steps? 
 There will a large format engagement session – open to the public – where people can learn more 

about the planning process overall, and all the related items that go into developing an area 
redevelopment plan (ARP). 

 
 This will be a come and go session with each table providing a range of information on a specific 

topic. 

 
 People will be able to sit down and learn more about the topics from City planners at each table, and 

hear from other community members who have joined the same table.  We will be there to clarify 
information and answer your questions.   

 
If you have any questions that haven’t been answered by this, please feel free to contact our office! 

http://www.calgary.ca/councillors/ward-9/Pages/Ward-9-Stay-Connected.aspx?redirect=/ward9connect

