
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 8, 2016 

 

To the members of Calgary City Council, 

 

On behalf of our 12,000 credit student members, we would like to communicate our unequivocal 

support for the Southwest Transitway, and urge City Council against taking any action which could 

delay the project’s implementation. The Southwest Transitway represents both a critical part of the 

city’s Primary Transit Network and an affirmation of Mount Royal University’s place on the Primary 

Transit Network, meaning that MRU can be ensured more effective and efficient connectivity to the 

rest of the city through public transit. To have this project face further delays or even cancellation 

would, in our view, be a gross disservice to the students, faculty, and staff of Mount Royal University, 

not to mention those who live or work in the communities that will be afforded greater transit access 

through the creation of this transitway. 

 

Given the project’s relatively-inexpensive price tag (compared to the costs of numerous other 

transportation and transit-related ventures), the amount of benefit that it would provide to MRU 

students is quite substantial, and should be taken into strong consideration if its fate is called into 

question. Much of the benefit to students emanating from this project pertains to increased ease-of-

access, particularly for students who live in communities located south of Glenmore Trail. While 

MRU does currently have a fairly high rate of transit ridership amongst students, the efficiency of 

service that many experience is sub-par, and there are some for whom public transit is effectively 

removed as a transportation option because they face unreasonable commute times and ineffective 

route options. We believe that the Southwest Transitway would play a pivotal role in shortening 

commute times, and making transit into a more efficient and effective transportation option for 

students. 

 

To be clear, it is not only those students who live in the areas directly adjacent to the proposed 

Southwest BRT route who will benefit from the transitway.  In a 2006 Calgary Transit study, 

approximately 47% of MRU students who commuted using transit travelled to MRU via the 14th St. 

SW corridor, which is the only viable transit option for most students who live south of MRU, and 

currently experiences an undesirable level of congestion during the morning and evening rush-hour 

periods. It should be noted that although the given data is somewhat dated, the complement and 

frequency of bus routes which served MRU at that time remains approximately the same today, with 

the exception of route 306 (which was introduced in 2012 and interlines with route 20 between 

Heritage Station and MRU). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, students who reside in communities that are on the Southwest BRT route will undoubtedly 

benefit from having a direct route from their communities to MRU, on which buses will utilize the 

transitway in order to bypass rush-hour congestion.  Such a benefit cannot be understated when 

compared to the current service model, which faces a major impediment in the lack of direct service to 

and from MRU for students who live south of Heritage Drive.  

 

However, discussions surrounding the utility of the transitway have appeared to largely ignore the 

difference between the physical infrastructure of the transitway and the Southwest BRT route which 

will utilize such infrastructure. While this has successfully highlighted the shortfalls in service that the 

impacted southwest communities currently experience, it has also drawn attention away from the 

positive impacts that will be felt by students who reside in other parts of the south. It must be 

remembered that the South Crosstown BRT will be fully introduced at approximately the same time as 

the Southwest Transitway, and that this BRT route will also be able to use the majority of transitway 

infrastructure, including portions of the separated lanes on 14th St. SW, and shoulder lanes on 

Glenmore Trail. Once completed, the South Crosstown BRT will connect with both the south and 

southeast lines of the LRT, which will cut commute times for students from the central-south and 

southeast parts of Calgary by giving them direct, rapid bus service from the LRT to MRU. 

 

As a result of the efficiencies in transit service that the Southwest Transitway will provide, more 

students will be enabled to take advantage of Calgary Transit as their primary method of commuting to 

MRU. As unfortunate as it is, the present availability and efficiency of service does not meet the needs 

of many students, who may have work and/or family obligations in addition to their school obligations, 

and who therefore may not be able to afford the time costs associated with taking transit. With more 

efficient and direct transit service, it is highly likely that transit will become a practical option for a 

greater number of students than it is today. These students will not only be able to reap the 

convenience benefits that would also be available to students who are already transit users, but will 

also be able to realize financial savings which are fairly significant for someone who is on a student 

income.  

 

 Parking at MRU can cost over $1000 per year, and when gas, vehicle upkeep, and other associated 

costs are factored in, driving becomes a real financial drag.  When one considers that full-time credit 

students already pay for U-passes with their school fees, the magnitude of savings that would be 

available to students who have to drive now, but would be able to make a choice once the transitway is 

introduced, becomes extremely clear. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, there will always be some students who either have to or choose to drive instead of taking 

transit, but even these students have a stake in the transitway’s completion.  Parking at MRU, while 

not completely exhausted, is in fairly short supply during peak periods of the academic year, and with 

institutional plans that call for MRU to add at least 4,000 additional student spaces in its programs 

within the next 10 years, there is a real need to make transit a more practical and viable option for 

more students, so that the parking supply remains adequate for everyone (not only students, but also 

faculty and staff) who has to drive or chooses to drive. 

 

As we have stated in this letter, the construction and implementation of the Southwest Transitway is 

crucial for ensuring that increasing numbers of students have transit as an effective, efficient, and 

viable transportation option. Doing so will in turn ensure that more students are able to save money by 

choosing to utilize transit, and will ensure the sustainability of MRU’s parking situation for those who 

will still drive.  However, these benefits are not our only motivator for writing this letter of support. 

Recently, calls have emerged from those who seek to have this project delayed or cancelled outright, 

and again we must emphasize our position that City Council not give heed to the demands of these 

naysayers. 

While we understand some of the concerns that these individuals have raised, particularly with regard 

to the temporary inconveniences that will come with constructing the separated bus lanes on 14th St. 

SW, it is our position that it would be more optimal to construct the transitway in the short-term rather 

than the long-term. Quite simply, this is because times of slower economic growth and a weaker local 

economy, like the one that we find ourselves in now, are optimal for “catching up” (so-to-speak) on 

the construction of needed infrastructure. Practically-speaking, traffic flow on 14th St. SW is likely 

lighter than it has been in the past few years, due again to the state of the economy, and will only 

increase moving forward due to continued and impending development in the city’s southwest, such as 

the Providence area. And with regard to the project budget, while some complaints have been raised 

about how it has changed since the initial estimates, the fact remains that this project is a minimal 

investment for substantial results. Waiting will not increase the dividends that can be expected from 

the project, but will certainly increase its budget further. Ultimately, the high end of the estimated cost 

for the four BRT projects is still within the set $208 million budget, which is a reasonable price to pay 

for the benefits that this meaningful expansion of the city’s BRT offerings will bring. 

 

In summary, Mount Royal University and all of its students, faculty, staff, and community users would 

benefit from this project moving forward as soon as possible. It will allow another viable method of 

transportation for those no longer wanting to drive, and will save many students crucial funds that 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

could be better used on tuition, books, or food. Furthermore, the ease off the parking system will allow 

MRU to expand its student population without fear of space becoming exhausted. With a significant 

number of MRU students already accessing the transit system and an impending increase in the size of 

our campus community, now is by far the best time to undertake this invaluable project. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dexter Bruneau Valerie Caden-Baptiste Shifrah Gadamsetti Robert Nelson 

Vice-President External Vice-President Student Life President Vice-President Academic 

  


