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1. Introduction 

 

In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) released its final 

report, titled Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future . The commission and its report 

addressed the damaging legacy of the residential school system and the policy behind it, 

which the report described as “cultural genocide.” At that time, City Council directed the 

Calgary Aboriginal Urban Affairs Committee to craft a response, which was published in 

2016 as White Goose Flying: A Report to Calgary City Council on the Indian Residential School 

Truth and Reconciliation—Calls to Action . In this context, Ward 9 Councillor Gian-Carlo 

Carra concluded that a local-level response from his ward office would also be 

appropriate. Notably, Ward 9 includes the former site of the Calgary Indian Industrial 

School, an Anglican residential school that operated between 1896 and 1907. One of its 

students was Jack White Goose Flying (ca. 1878–1899), a Peigan teenager who died at the 

school and was the only student to be buried on its campus. The White Goose Flying 

report was named for him. 

 

Councillor Carra tasked the author with examining evidence and reporting on the known 

associations of indigenous peoples with the area that comprises Ward 9. Using archival 

and published sources, archaeological reports, original research in newspaper accounts, 

and consultation with archaeologist Brian Vivian (a senior partner with Lifeways of 

Canada), the author has identified some of those associations, which have been 

categorized as follows: 

 

 

 



 
 

● Indigenous peoples’ occupation/use of the land before contact/settlement 

(addressed below through archaeological evidence) 

● Associations, including those of Métis people, following non-indigenous 

settlement/development (addressed below through written historical evidence 

and published sources) 

● Names applied to natural features, built structures, neighbourhoods, etc. These 

include names of indigenous origin, names of or applied to indigenous persons or 

peoples, and names of non-indigenous personalities whose lives have relevance 

to indigenous peoples. 

 

It must be noted that indigenous leaders and sources were not consulted for this report. 

The anticipated response to this report is consultation with indigenous partners who can 

contextualize and verify the findings outlined below. 

 

2. Indigenous peoples’ associations with Calgary 

Calgary is situated within the lands affected by Treaty 7 in 1877. Indigenous peoples 

lived in this territory for millennia before contact. The non-indigenous accounting for the 

presence of indigenous peoples is the latter’s arrival from Asia over the Bering Strait 

land bridge some 20,000 years ago. The known archaeological record shows 

indigenous inhabitation as long ago as 12,000 years, dating back to the last ice age. 

Evidence of earlier inhabitation was likely destroyed in that ice age. 

 

In his 1975 essay, “‘Kootsisaw’: Calgary Before the Canadians,” archaeologist Barney 

Reeves summarized the context for human inhabitation in this area, and he identified a 

consistent thread linking indigenous and non-indigenous presence: 
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The matrix for settlement was the mild winter and frequent Chinooks 

which laid bare the prime winter rangelands in Alberta. Bison range in 

the past, and cattle range today, the foothills first attracted the native 

peoples many thousands of years ago, and in the recent past brought 

the whisky traders and the North-West Mounted Police. Ranchers and 

settlers followed soon after, maintaining in essence the historical 

rationale for settlement of the city of Calgary and area, which began 

some ten thousand or more years ago.  1

 

Reeves’ title references the Tsuut’ina name for the area that stretched along the Bow 

River between its junctions with the Elbow and Highwood rivers. Kootsisaw means 

“meeting of the waters.” 

 

Reeves characterized indigenous peoples’ association with this land: 

 

These nomadic peoples and their prehistoric ancestors lived basically by 

hunting, frequenting the Calgary area at various seasons of the year in 

search of game. Evidence of their existence—stone tools, butchered 

animal remains, and cracked rocks from their fires—is found today in 

differing types of archaeological sites in the area, some of which are 

12,000 or more years old.  2

 

1 B.O.K. Reeves, “‘Kootsisaw’: Calgary Before the Canadians,” in Anthony W. Rasporich and Henry C. 
Klassen, eds., Frontier Calgary: Town, City, and Region 1875–1914  (Calgary: University of 
Calgary/McClelland and Stewart West, 1975) 27. 
2 Ibid  20. 
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Historian Hugh Dempsey, in his 1994 essay “Native Peoples and Calgary,” expressed 

that relationship in more colourful terms: 

 

The region abounds in archaeological remains, including butchering 

sites, buffalo jumps, and tipi rings, which indicate that Indians found the 

area between the Bow and Elbow rivers to be an excellent campsite and 

a safe river crossing. In summer, the surrounding hills and western 

breezes provided relief from heat and the myriad of mosquitoes and 

other pests, while in winter the valley was often bathed in warm chinook 

winds.  3

 

Métis arrived by the 1870s, attracted by wintering grounds (proximal to wood and water 

as well as the open prairie), the economic opportunities (such as construction, guiding, 

freighting, and supplying) presented by the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North-West 

Mounted Police, and the Roman Catholic mission in what is now the Mission district. 

Some Métis individuals and families established farms, among them Baptiste Anouse, 

Paul Fagnant (alternatively spelled as Fayant or Faillant, d. 1895 [presumed]),  Jane 4

Livingston (née Howse, ca. 1804–1864, the wife of Sam Livingston), and Louis Roselle 

(1821–1891). Roselle settled within the present boundaries of Ward 9, while Fagnant 

settled within the present ward or else immediately adjacent to it. 

 

Calgary itself originated as a non-indigenous entity in 1875, between the arrival of the 

North-West Mounted Police in 1874 and the signing of Treaty No. 7 in 1877. The 

community developed as follows: 

3 Hugh Dempsey, “Native Peoples and Calgary,” in Donald B. Smith, ed., Centennial City: Calgary 
1894–1884  (Calgary: University of Calgary, 1994) 25. 
4 Calgary Tribune  15 Nov. 1895. 
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● North-West Mounted Police post (Fort Calgary), established 1875 

● Railway point along the Canadian Pacific Railway’s transcontinental main line 

(CPR reached Calgary in 1883; line completed in British Columbia in 1885) 

● Town, incorporated November 7, 1884 

● City, incorporated January 1, 1894 

 

The city’s boundaries have expanded enormously since they were first established in 

1884. The present Ward 9 was constituted in 1976, although it comprises some of the 

earliest-developed areas of the city. The annexation history, as it pertains to Ward 9, is 

as follows: 

 

● 1884 (original municipal boundaries) 

○ Inglewood (north of 17 Avenue SE and west of 15 Street SE) 

○ Ramsay (north of 17 Avenue SE) 

● 1903 annexation 

○ Alyth/Bonnybrook (east of 11 Street SE, north of 26 Avenue SE, and west 

of the CPR tracks) 

● 1906 annexation 

○ Ramsay (to its present boundaries) 

● 1907 annexation 

○ Alyth/Bonnybrook (balance north of 34 Avenue SE) 

○ Bridgeland 

○ Erlton 

○ Highfield (north of 34 Avenue SE) 

○ Inglewood (to its present boundaries) 

○ Manchester Industrial (north of 34 Avenue SE) 
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○ Rideau Park (north of 34 Avenue SW) 

○ Roxboro 

● 1910 annexation 

○ 09D 

○ Alyth/Bonnybrook (between 34 Avenue and 50 Avenue SE) 

○ Dover (western portion) 

○ Highfield (between 34 Avenue and 50 Avenue SE) 

○ Manchester (north of 50 Avenue SE) 

○ Manchester Industrial (south to 50 Avenue SE) 

○ Parkhill 

○ Renfrew 

○ Rideau Park (south of 34 Avenue SW) 

○ Riverside 

○ Tuxedo Park 

○ Valleyfield (northwest corner) 

○ Winston Heights-Mountview 

● 1911 annexation 

○ 09H 

○ Foothills (west of Barlow Trail SE) 

○ Manchester (south to 58 Avenue SE) 

○ Manchester Industrial (south to 58 Avenue SE) 

○ Ogden 

○ Ogden Shops 

○ Riverbend (northwest corner) 

○ Valleyfield (south of 50 Avenue SE) 

● 1952 annexation 

○ Manchester (south to Glenmore Trail SE) 

○ Manchester Industrial (south to Glenmore Trail SE) 

● 1956 annexation 
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○ Acadia 

○ Burns Industrial 

○ East Fairview Industrial 

○ Fairview 

○ Fairview Industrial 

○ Glendeer Business Park 

● 1961 annexation 

○ Dover (eastern portion) 

○ Foothills 

○ Golden Triangle 

○ Great Plains (west of 68 Street SE) 

○ Riverbend (apart from the portion annexed in 1911) 

○ South Foothills 

○ Section 23 (west of 68 Street SE) 

○ Starfield (west of 68 Street SE) 

○ Valleyfield (north of 50 Avenue SE) 

● 1979 annexation 

○ Great Plains (east of 68 Street SE) 

○ Section 23 (east of 68 Street SE) 

○ Starfield (east of 68 Street SE) 

 

● 1989 annexation 

○ 09K 

○ 09N 

○ Great Plains (east to Stoney Trail SE) 

○ Section 23 (east of Stoney Trail SE) 

○ Starfield (east of Stoney Trail SE) 
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3. Archaeological evidence 

The Calgary area was a favourite or preferred site as a winter campground. Chinook 

winds contributed to mild winter conditions, and the river flats offered a sheltering 

quality. There was plentiful wood and food. 

 

Archaeological evidence of indigenous life in what is now Calgary largely reveals 

temporary campsites. The evidence includes animal bones (most likely from bison) and 

fire-broken rock. The people who left these remains boiled water to extract grease from 

bones. They did so by placing the water in a pot or in a leather-lined pit, and then 

placing rocks that had been heated over a fire into the water. It would have taken only a 

few minutes for the water to boil. The grease would then be used for various purposes, 

and the bones would have been discarded. 

 

Many sites in Calgary have yielded archaeological evidence of past use by indigenous 

peoples. These include sites within some of the communities in Ward 9. Reeves has 

described finds east of Calgary that might be consistent with conditions that existed in 

the past within the present boundaries of Ward 9: 

 

The earliest finds in the Calgary area are some 12,000 years old. They 

consist of spear points found in ploughed fields east of town, which in 

excavated sites elsewhere occur in association with the remains of ice 

age mammals—mammoth, horse, camel, and giant bison—dating to the 

close of the last ice age. Skeletal remains of these animals have been 

found in southern Alberta, some close to Calgary, but none in 

association with evidence of man.  5

5 Reeves 21–22. 
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There are also areas that offer the promise of such evidence, but that evidence lies 

under the surface of private homes and other public and private properties. 

Redevelopment and its concomitant excavation can yield such evidence, which builders 

or landowners are required to report. The provincial archaeological survey can then flag 

the site. The province can impose a requirement on landowners to allow archaeological 

excavation, but this would not be done to owners of small properties such as 

homeowners. 

 

Other early-settled areas in the city have yielded good evidence, including the 

8000-year-old Mona Lisa Artists’ Supplies site (1518—7 Street SW) in 1968, Downtown 

East Village in the last decade (where tipi rings were found), and Elbow Park after the 

2013 flood. Future redevelopment offers the promise of successful archaeological work. 

Unlike downtown high-rises, private homes do not have the kind of deep foundations 

that obliterate subsurface archaeological remains. 

 

4. Historical associations 

In the 1870s and early 1880s, indigenous peoples traded extensively at the trading 

posts near Fort Calgary (located a short distance west of Ward 9’s Inglewood district), 

selling valuable bison robes to the traders. After the disappearance of the bison herds in 

the early 1880s, indigenous peoples in the Calgary area lost their independence and 

became largely indigent. By the 1890s, the federal government introduced a pass 

system that required indigenous people to obtain a pass to leave their reserves for any 

purpose. The pass indicated the intended destination and the length of stay off-reserve. 

Police could check these passes and turn indigenous people away as undesirable if 

they chose to do so. This measure was not enforced consistently, and in the late 1880s 
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there were three encampments of indigenous peoples in the Calgary area, one of which 

was a Siksika encampment located in Bridgeland, within the present boundaries of 

Ward 9. A tent camp that might have included Métis stood in the Mission district (which 

was, at that time, the village of Rouleauville) stood as late as 1901.  6

 

John Hammond, View near Calgary, circa 1884, showing a Siksika encampment in the present 
Bridgeland district.  Glenbow Museum/987.97 (photo no. 14644) 7

 

6 David Mittelstadt, Cliff Bungalow-Mission: A Heritage Community  (Calgary: Cliff Bungalow-Mission 
Community Association, 2015), 31. 
7 This image is reproduced from Centennial City: Calgary 1894–1994 ; any further use would require 
licensing from the Glenbow Museum. 
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Nurses in front of the Calgary General Hospital in Bridgeland, 1910. Indigenous 
people,  in town for a fair, are camped in front of hospital.  Glenbow Archives 
NA-1372-3 

 

Indigenous peoples remained a familiar presence in Calgary in the 1880s and 1890s, 

and many examples demonstrate this. One early positive association from this period is 

the dance performed by members of the Tsuut’ina nation in 1889 to celebrate the 

inauguration of electric street lighting in Calgary. 
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Tsuut’ina dance in celebration of newly-established electric street lighting in Calgary, 1889. 
The photographer is looking north along McTavish Street (now Centre Street). The Calgary 
Marriott Downtown Hotel now occupies the site of the Empire Restaurant, right; the furthest 
building from the photographer, centre left, remains extant as the home of the Catch 
restaurant (100—8 Avenue SE).  Glenbow Archives NA-1004-1 

 

However, the negative association of the Northwest Rebellion in 1885, coupled with the 

presence in Calgary of indigent persons of indigenous descent, contributed to a 

generally negative attitude among Calgarians toward indigenous and Métis peoples. 

Non-indigenous authorities used students from the nearby Calgary Indian Industrial 

School (also known as St. Dunstan’s Industrial School, located south of Calgary but 

within present-day Ward 9) to create the impression of successful government policies 

regarding indigenous peoples. Students from the school were involved in the Calgary 

area through ceremonial events, church attendance, employment, and sporting events 

and leagues. The school operated from 1896 to 1907. 
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Pupils of the Calgary Indian Industrial School in its final year of operation, 1907.  Glenbow 
Archives NA-75-2 
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Jack White Goose Flying sits at the far left of the middle row in this school photograph taken 
in 1897. He died two years later. Anglican priest George H. Hogbin, principal for the Calgary 
Indian Industrial School’s entire existence, sits at the centre with his wife. James Gladstone, 
a Blood student at the school, became Canada’s first Native senator in 1958.  

L-R back row: Mr. Young, farm instructor; Bernard Not Useful, Siksika; Peter Raw Eater, 
Siksika; James Starlight, Tsuut’ina; Philip Backfat, Siksika; Percy Stocken, teacher; Willie 
Crow Chief, Kainai; Joe Smith, Peigan; Willie Scraping White, Kainai; Charles F. Pippy, 
carpenter. 

L-R middle row: Jack White Goose Flying, Peigan; Sidney Not Useful, Siksika; John Onespot, 
Tsuut’ina; Charles Goodrider, Kainai; Mrs. G. H. Hogbin; George H. Hogbin, principal; Nathan 
Many Feathers , Kainai (or Frank Many Goods, Siksika); Houghton Running Rabbit, Siksika; 
James Knowlton, Peigan. 

L-R front row: Edward Axe, Siksika; John Sutton, Peigan; Thomas Spotted Bull, Siksika; Edgar 
Sitting Bull, Kainai (laying); James Little Bear, Tsuut’ina; Richard Old Woman, (laying); Percy 
Creighton, Kainai; Lyndon Many Bears, Siksika.  Glenbow Archives NA-516-1 
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This photograph of Jack White Goose Flying’s grave was taken in May 1956. When 
development threatened the site in 1971, his remains were moved to Queen’s Park 
Cemetery.  Glenbow Archives NA-5600-7939a 

 

Indigenous peoples continued to be involved in ceremonial events such as parades, 

summer fairs, and visits of distinguished persons. This continued with the Calgary 

Stampede, held originally in 1912, repeated in 1919, and made a permanent component 

of the annual exhibition beginning in 1923. Government efforts to prevent indigenous 

people from participating in events like the Stampede (a policy meant to promote 

assimilation and the breakdown of indigenous culture) were largely unsuccessful. Many 

indigenous people attended, enjoyed, and participated in the 1912 Stampede (including 
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Tom Three Persons, an award-winning rodeo athlete at the first Stampede). Many 

indigenous people merely disregarded the rule, and sympathetic Indian Agents gave 

them permits anyway. Ultimately, the rule was abandoned, and indigenous participation 

in the Stampede became a longstanding tradition. 

 

Urban migration from the reserves had already begun by the 1950s. In 1957, the 

newly-formed National Commission of the Indian Canadian held a conference at the 

Calgary YWCA (in Ward 8) attended by sixty people.  Calgary’s indigenous community 8

grew further by the 1960s, when organizations and agencies were established to assist 

with housing and employment and to relieve the stress of dislocation. One such 

organization was the Calgary Indian Friendship Centre, which was established in 1964 

and opened its facility in Chinatown. Others included the Calgary Indian Council (1963), 

Calgary Native Development Society (1971),  Calgary Urban Treaty Indian Alliance, 9

Native Counselling Services of Alberta, Native Employment Transitional Services, and 

Native Outreach. The Canadian Metis Club of Calgary was organized in 1967.  10

 

The city’s indigenous population grew considerably in the 1970s, with many indigenous 

Calgarians were attending Mount Royal College and the University of Calgary, while 

others established their own businesses (including at least one example in Ward 9).  

 

On February 24, 1978, Mayor Ross Alger (1920–1992) and members of city council 

held an unprecedented meeting with Treaty 7 chiefs in council chambers to discuss the 

improvement of conditions affecting indigenous Calgarians, including discrimination, 

8 “Indians Leaving Reserves ‘Strangers In Own Land,” Edmonton Journal  23 May 1957. 
9 David May, “New Indian society starts self-help plan,” Albertan  24 Apr. 1971. 
10 “Metis club plans new venture,” Albertan  28 Apr. 1967. 
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education, housing, and social services.  Ward 9 Alderman Harry Huish (1925–2000), 11

who represented the ward from its creation in 1977 until 1980 (and previously 

represented the overlapping Ward 5 from 1974–77), was instrumental in setting up the 

meeting.  Discussions begun at that meeting led to the creation in 1979 of the Native 12

Urban Affairs Committee, which was renamed the Calgary Aboriginal Urban Affairs 

Committee (CAUAC) in 1987. The committee’s mission, in part, is “to make 

recommendations on policies and resolutions which would give urban Aboriginal people 

a more meaningful role within the Calgary community.” Huish was a founding member, 

and he remained on the board for 22 years. In 2001, he posthumously received the 

CAUAC—Chief David Crowchild award “for building bridges of understanding, fostering 

an awareness of aboriginal culture and encouraging aboriginal people in education, 

employment and training.”  13

 

Following the release of the TRC’s final report in 2016, Council asked CAUAC to report 

on how the that report’s calls to action can be acted upon locally. CAUAC responded in 

2016 with White Goose Flying: A Report to Calgary City Council on the Indian 

Residential School Truth and Reconciliation—Calls to Action , which includes 18 calls to 

action. 

 

5. Names 

Streets, facilities, etc. that are contained within individual Ward 9 communities are 

addressed in section 5 below. But certain named features, structures, and 

thoroughfares traverse portions of the ward. These include: 

11 Geoff White, “City chiefs meet with Indian chiefs,” Calgary Herald  25 Feb. 1989, B2, 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=Hx6RvaqUy9IC&dat=19780225&printsec=frontpage&hl=en. 
12 Ibid . 
13 “The City of Calgary—Past Mayors and Aldermen,” Calgary.ca, 
http://www.calgary.ca/CA/city-clerks/Pages/Corporate-records/Archives/Historical-information/Past-Ma
yors-and-Aldermen.aspx. 
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● Blackfoot Trail 

○ A long-established trail named for the non-indigenous expression of the 

Siksika Nation and Siksika Confederacy. It was referenced as such as 

early as 1888.  14

● Bow River 

○ The river’s name derives from Namokhtai , a Siksika name meaning 

“weapon river.” The name comes from the trees growing along the river’s 

banks and their utility in making bows. 

● Calf Robe Bridge 

○ Built in 1980 and named for Ben Calf Robe (1890–1979), a Siksika farmer 

and councillor. Calf Robe was one the last living survivors of the Calgary 

Indian Industrial School, which operated within the present Ward 9 

boundaries between 1896 and 1907. The school was demolished to make 

way for Deerfoot Trail, and the Calf Robe Bridge is part of that road. Calf 

Robe attended the first Stampede in 1912, and was an interpreter at the 

Stampede from 1923–40. He was the first Siksika on the Siksika Reserve 

to break land using horses. Later, he became one of the original 

organizers of the Indian Association of Alberta.  15

● Deerfoot Trail 

○ Deerfoot Trail opened in 1971 and was incrementally extended in 1975, 

1980, 1982, 2003, and 2005. The initial section, north from the 

Trans-Canada Highway, was originally named he Blackfoot Trail 

Expressway. In 1973, the planning commission recommended to council 

that it be renamed Deerfoot Trail for the Siksika athlete Api-kai-ees (died 

1897), who became known by the name Deerfoot, which was supplied by 

14 “An Important Piece of Work Finished,” Calgary Weekly Herald  19 Sept. 1888, 3, 
http://ourfutureourpast.ca/newspapr/np_page2.asp?code=n1bp0036.jpg. 
15Donna Mae Humber, What’s in a Name...Calgary? A Look at the People Behind Place Names in Calgary 
(Calgary: Detselig Enterprises Ltd., 1995), 33.  
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non-indigenous racing promoters. The planning commission had also 

considered the following names for the freeway:  16

■ Old Sun; presumably for Siksika Chief Old Sun (1819–1897) 

■ Senator Gladstone; for James Gladstone (1887–1971), who was 

Cree by birth, Kainai by adoption, an alumnus of the Calgary Indian 

Industrial School, and the first Status Indian to become a Canadian 

senator) 

■ Walking Buffalo; for Stoney-Nakoda Chief Walking Buffalo 

(1871–1967), also known as Tatânga Mânî or George McLean. He 

was present at the signing of Treaty 7. 

● Elbow River 

○ This name derives from the Siksika Mohkinstasis , meaning “elbow.”  17

Siksika called Fort Calgary Mohkinstasis-aka-pioyes , meaning “Elbow 

Many Houses.”  18

● Macleod Trail 

○ This thoroughfare was named descriptively in the 19th century for its 

function as the road to Fort Macleod, a NWMP post that was itself named 

for Colonel James F. Macleod, the senior NWMP officer who was 

instrumental in the context for, and signing of, Treaty 7. 

● Mission Road 

○ Named for the Roman Catholic mission established in 1875 in the present 

Mission district. It was established by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, an 

order of missionaries from France, and it drew Metis. 

● Nose Creek 

○ Believed to have been named by Siksika who camped there  19

16 “Name trail ‘Deerfoot,’” Albertan  20 Dec. 1973. 
17Donna Mae Humber, What’s in a Name...Calgary? Volume II  (Calgary: Detselig Enterprises Ltd., 1994), 
61. 
18 Ibid . 
19Aphrodite Karamitsanis, Place Names of Alberta, Volume II  (Calgary: Alberta Culture and 
Multiculturalism/Friends of Geographical Names of Alberta Society/University of Calgary Press), 88. 
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○ From the Cree os-kewun , expressed in Stoney as tap-o-oi-wap-ta  20

● Peigan Trail 

○ Named for the Piikani Nation, then known as the Peigan tribe or Peigan 

Nation, one of five nations that signed Treaty 7. 

● Stoney Trail 

○ Named for the Stoney Nakoda Nation, one of five nations that signed 

Treaty 7. 

 

6. Ward 9 communities 

6.1. 09D 

6.1.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.1.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.1.3. Names 

● Deerfoot Trail (see above) 

6.2. 09H 

6.2.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.2.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.2.3. Names 

20 Ibid . 
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● Deerfoot Trail (see above) 

6.3. 09N 

6.3.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.3.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.3.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.4. 09K 

6.4.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.4.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.4.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.5. Acadia 

6.5.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.5.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. Part of the Burns ranch lands before it was 

annexed in 1956. 
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6.5.3. Names 

● Andrew Davison Campus, Foundations for the Future 

Charter Academy. Named for Andrew Davison, Calgary’s 

longest-serving mayor to date, whose tenure coincided with 

the development of the Glenmore reservoir on lands 

acquired from the Tsuut’ina Nation. Further research can 

determine Davison’s attitudes and associations regarding 

indigenous peoples. 

● Aberdeen Road SE. The rationale for naming this street is 

unknown. It might have been named for the Earl of 

Aberdeen, who was governor general from 1893–1898. 

Further research can establish his attitudes and associations 

regarding indigenous peoples. 

● Athabasca Street SE. The decision behind the choice of 

name is unknown, but Athabasca is reportedly a Cree word 

meaning “an area of grass or reeds.” The name of the 

Athabasca River was recorded by a variant name in 1890.  21

● Athlone Road SE. Presumably for Alexander Cambridge 

(1874–1957), the Earl of Athlone, governor general from 

1940–46. Further research can establish his attitudes and 

associations regarding indigenous peoples. 

● Blackfoot Trail (see above). 

● David Thompson School. Named for explorer David 

Thompson (1770–1857), explorer for the Hudson’s Bay 

Company and then the North-West Company; mapped 

western Canada; married Charlotte Small, a Métis woman of 

Cree descent. 

21Merrily K. Aubrey, ed., Concise Place Names of Alberta  (Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2006) , 15. 
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● Deerfoot Trail (see above). 

● Lord Beaverbrook High School (9019 Fairmount Drive SE). 

Named for Max Aitken, Lord Beaverbrook. Further research 

can establish his attitudes and associations regarding 

indigenous peoples. 

6.6. Alyth/Bonnybrook 

6.6.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.6.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.6.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.7. Bridgeland/Riverside 

6.7.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.7.2. Historical associations 

● Bridgeland remained outside of the city limits until 1907, and 

Riverside remained outside until 1910. Both districts were 

settled before they were annexed. Riverside was so named 

in 1903.  22

● In the 1880s and 1890s, Bridgeland was the site of a Siksika 

camp situated north of the Bow River at the mouth of Nose 

Creek. Artist John A. Hammond (1843–1939), a friend of 

22 “The Village of Riverside,” Weekly Albertan , 31 Jul. 1903, 7. 
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CPR President William Cornelius Van Horne, painted an 

image of this encampment around 1894. The Glenbow 

Museum owns this painting, which is titled View near 

Calgary . The famed Siksika runner Api-kai-ees, who became 

widely known under the pseudonym Deerfoot, lived at this 

camp. 

● The Calgary General Hospital opened in Bridgeland in 1910 

and operated there for nearly a century; it was imploded in 

1998, and the site was redeveloped. It is likely that many 

indigenous persons were born at this hospital or died there. 

Indigenous people also camped adjacent to the hospital after 

its construction. 

● In 1932, the Calgary Zoo erected a totem pole on St. 

George’s Island. The project was made possible through the 

patronage of Calgary businessman and philanthropist N.J. 

(Nat) Christie. The zoo’s annual report indicates that it was 

carved in 1932, but other sources report that it came from 

Vancouver Island and might have been Haida in origin.   23

6.7.3. Names 

● Langevin Bridge. 

○ Named for Hector-Louis Langevin (1826–1906), one 

of the Fathers of Confederation. He was Minister of 

Public Works at the time that department built the 

original bridge on this site in 1888, and it was named 

to honour him. When the Province of Alberta replaced 

23 Catherine Philip, “The Ark on the Bow River,” unpublished manuscript, n.d., 21; James English, “The 
First Fifty Years: The Calgary Zoo and Natural History Park—1929 to 1979,” Dinny’s Digest , Summer 1979, 
8. 
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the bridge in 1910, there was discussion of giving the 

new bridge a different name (Riverside Bridge was 

suggested), but the original name was retained. 

○ Langevin was also Solicitor General (1864–66); 

Secretary of State for Canada (1867–69); 

Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs (1868–69); 

Minister of Public Works (1869–73, 1879–91); 

Minister of MIlitia and Defence (acting, 1873); and 

Postmaster General (1878–79). 

○ On May 22, 1883, Langevin spoke in the House of 

Commons in defence of the residential school system; 

his Department of Public Works was built three new 

residential schools. His remarks included the 

following: “The fact is that if you wish to educate the 

children you must separate them from their parents 

during the time they are being taught. / If you leave 

them in the family they may know how to read and 

write, but they will remain savages, whereas by 

separating them in the way proposed, they acquire 

the habits and tastes…of civilized people.” 

● Langevin School (107—6A Street NE). This school opened 

in 1968 on the site of an earlier sandstone school by the 

same name. The original school was built in 1910 as 

Riverside School, and it was renamed as Langevin School 

circa 1934. The school was destroyed by fire in 1966 and 

rebuilt. 

● McDougall Park, McDougall Road NE. These names likely 

derived from either Rev. George McDougall (1821–1876) or 
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his son, Rev. John McDougall (1842–1917), who were 

Methodist missionaries to the Nakoda Stoney Nation. 

George McDougall was involved in preparation for Treaty 6 

and Treaty 7. Among their many efforts, the McDougalls 

established the McDougall Orphanage and Home, a 

residential school at Morley. 

● Murdoch Park. Named for George Murdoch, Calgary’s first 

mayor. Further research can determine Murdoch’s attitudes 

and associations regarding indigenous peoples. 

6.8. Burns Industrial 

6.8.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.8.2. Historical associations 

● Calgary Indian Industrial School (St. Dunstan’s Indian 

Industrial School). This was a residential school operated by 

the Anglican Church between 1896 and 1907. At the time, it 

was located eight kilometres south of Calgary. The school 

was intended to assimilate indigenous children and teach 

them skills and trades. The main building was destroyed by 

fire in 1916, but other buildings (including, evidently, the one 

where Jack White Goose Flying died) remained extant until 

the 1970s, when the site was impacted by Deerfoot Trail 

extension. The site was recorded in 1978 as archaeological 

site EgPm-134. The foundations of the main dormitory still 

exist. 

6.8.3. Names 

● Blackfoot Trail (see above) 
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● Deerfoot Trail (see above). 

6.9. Dover 

6.9.1. Archaeological evidence 

● In 1970, the University of Calgary Archaeological Survey 

recorded evidence of a large campsite of unknown cultural 

affiliation on a terrace above a secondary channel of the 

Bow River, just west of what was then the Calgary Police 

Service police dog training ground on 24 Street SE. The 

evidence included a Pelican Lake corner-notch point, 

flakage, and a large amount of fire-broken rock.  Part of the 24

site was later destroyed by Deerfoot Trail development. 

6.9.2. Historical associations 

● In 1973, the Calgary Herald  told the story of an 

indigenous-Metis family that suffered discrimination in 

seeking housing but was then able to rent an affordable 

home in Dover Meadows with help from the Canative 

Housing Corporation.  25

● In 2006–07, Aboriginal Metis Scout Group 256—reportedly 

the first Metis scout group in existence—was organized in 

Calgary under the aegis of Scouts Canada. The group 

evidently met at the Dover Community Hall.  26

6.9.3. Names 

● Deerfoot Trail (see above) 

24 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site Number EgPm-46, 16 Jul. 1970. 
25 Gillian Lindgren, “The impossible dream comes true,” Calgary Herald  2 May 1973. 
26 Terence Leung, “Metis Scout troupe stands tall,” Calgary Herald  22 Mar. 2007, N1–N2. 
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● Peigan Trail (see above) 

6.10. East Fairview Industrial 

6.10.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.10.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.10.3. Names 

● Blackfoot Trail (see above) 

● Deerfoot Trail (see above) 

6.11. Erlton 

6.11.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified.These areas were among the early-settled 

parts of Calgary (Erlton was established as a community in 

1906, Rideau Park in 1911, and Roxboro in 1923), so 

surface evidence would have been disturbed and subsurface 

evidence made inaccessible by development. 

6.11.2. Historical associations 

● Paul Fagnant (spelled variously as Fayant and Faillant, 

1833–1923) was one of many Red River Métis who came to 

the Calgary area to work as freighters, guides, and 

construction workers for the CPR.  Fagnant established a 27

farm on the approximate site of Erlton, and he received title 

in 1885. Fagnant sold the farm in 1892. 

27 David Mittelstadt, LIndsay’s Estate: A History of Parkview and Erlton  (Calgary: Erlton Community 
Association, 2001), 12—14. Glenbow Archives image NA-2776-1 shows Fagnant’s farmhouse circa 1890. 
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● Because of its proximity to the Stampede grounds, Erlton 

would have seen the presence of many indigenous people 

who came to Calgary each year to attend or participate in 

the Calgary Exhibition and Stampede. 

● In June 1921, Joseph McFarland discovered an indigenous 

burial found on his Erlton property at 2723—1 Street SE. 

The Albertan  (forerunner of the Calgary Sun ) reported the 

discovery on June 10, suggesting that the burial took place 

about 25 years earlier (circa 1896). Archaeologist Brian 

Vivian believes that it would more likely have occurred 

sometime between the 1820s and the signing of Treaty 7 in 

1877. Vivian notes that several such burials have been 

documented around Calgary, and they can be considered 

unusual and irregular for their time. 

6.11.3. Names 

● Macleod Trail (see above). 

6.12. Fairview 

6.12.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.12.2. Historical associations 

● Part of the Burns ranch lands 

● Annexed in 1956 

● Developed by Calgary-based Kelwood Corporation around 

1959 

6.12.3. Names 

● Blackfoot Trail (see above). 
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● Frobisher Boulevard SE. The name was likely inspired by 

the historical figure Sir Martin Frobisher (died 1594), an 

English seaman who sought the Northwest Passage and is 

the namesake of Frobisher Bay in Nunavut. 

6.13. Fairview Industrial 

6.13.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.13.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.13.3. Names 

● Blackfoot Trail (see above). 

● Macleod Trail (see above). 

6.14. Foothills 

6.14.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.14.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.14.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.15. Glendeer Business Park 

6.15.1. Archaeological evidence 
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● None identified. 

6.15.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.15.3. Names 

● Deerfoot Trail (see above). 

6.16. Golden Triangle 

6.16.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.16.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.16.3. Names 

● Peigan Trail (see above). 

6.17. Great Plains 

6.17.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.17.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.17.3. Names 

● Stoney Trail (see above). 

6.18. Greenview Industrial Park 
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6.18.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.18.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.18.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.19. Highfield 

6.19.1. Archaeological evidence 

● In 1978, the Archaeological Survey of Alberta recorded 

evidence of a prehistoric campsite on a knoll overlooking the 

Bow River. Evidence included a fire-broken rock, chipping 

detritus, and a late Plains side-notched projectile point.  28

6.19.2. Historical associations 

● Ninna Distributors, a First Nations-owned business, 

established at 2912—11 Street SE (1969)  29

6.19.3. Names 

● Blackfoot Trail (see above) 

● Deerfoot Trail (see above) 

6.20. Inglewood 

6.20.1. Archaeological evidence 

28 Alberta Culture, Historic Resources Division, Archaeological Site Inventory Data, Borden No. 
EgPm-132, 10 Apr. 1978. 
29 “Indians Form Marketing Firm,” Calgary Herald  19 June 1969; “Indian product starts company,” 
Albertan  25 June 1969; Henderson’s Calgary Alberta City Directory 1971  (Winnipeg: Henderson Directories 
Ltd., 1971), 765. 

 
32 



 
 

● Deerfoot Trail. A prehistoric campsite was identified on the 

east bank of the Bow River between 17 Avenue and 43 

Avenue SE. Evidence included a chert biface fragment and a 

quartzite flake. Deerfoot Trail was later extended over this 

site.  30

● Inglewood Bird Sanctuary. In 1979, the Archaeological 

Society of Alberta recorded evidence of a buried campsite 

just north of the bird sanctuary. Evidence included 

fire-broken rock, bone, and quartzite flakes.  31

6.20.2. Historical associations 

● 8 Street SE (known as Macleod Trail before 1967) is a 

remnant of the Old North Trail, which indigenous peoples 

used for millennia as a transportation route (and possibly a 

bison run through a former channel of the Bow River).  32

● The Hunt House (890—9 Avenue SE) and the Calgary 

Brewery Cabin (1535—9 Avenue SE) are believed to have 

been built in 1875 by Métis freighters who were occasionally 

employed by the local Hudson’s Bay Company post. The 

Brewery Cabin was moved circa 1938 from its original 

location adjacent to the Hunt House and relocated on the 

Calgary Brewing and Malting Company grounds. 

6.20.3. Names 

● None identified. 

30 Historic Site Form, City of Calgary Deerfoot Trail Extension, Project Site No. DF-1, Borden Site No. 
EgPm-131. 
31 Alberta Culture, Historic Resources Division, Archaeological Site Inventory Data, Borden No. 
EgPm-181, 16 Aug. 1979. 
32 Marilyn Williams, Ramsay Historical Context Paper  (Calgary: The City of Calgary, 2012) 16. 
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6.21. Lynwood 

6.21.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.21.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.21.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.22. Manchester 

6.22.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.22.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.22.3. Names 

● Macleod Trail (see above). 

6.23. Manchester Industrial 

6.23.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.23.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.23.3. Names 
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● Blackfoot Trail (see above). 

6.24. Ogden 

6.24.1. Archaeological evidence 

● In 1970, the University of Calgary Archaeological Survey 

recorded evidence of a campsite of unknown cultural 

affiliation south of the Imperial Oil refinery. The evidence 

included fire-broken rock, butchered bone, and rings. 

Artifacts collected included points, scrapers, and flaking 

detritus.  33

● In 1970, the University of Calgary Archaeological Survey 

recorded evidence of a campsite of unknown cultural 

affiliation on the south bank of the Bow River near the new 

Graves Bridge. The site was given a curious name—The 

“Smelly” Site. The evidence included bits of fire-broken rock 

and butchered bone.  34

● On April 25, 1970, J. Rogers of the University of Calgary 

Archaeological Survey recorded evidence of a 4000-year-old 

campsite south of the Imperial Oil refinery near the west end 

of 66 Avenue SE. The evidence included rock-lined hearths, 

a Hanna point, and flakes and debitage (a byproduct of 

stone tool manufacture).  35

● An isolated find was made at an unknown date (circa 1970s) 

in either the west end of Millican Estates or in Beaver Dam 

Flats.  EfPm-163 36

33 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site Number EfPm-86, 21 Jul. 1970. 
34 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site Number EfPm-87, 22 Jul. 1970. 
35 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Paleo-Ecocultural Surficial Data Form, Site No. EfPm-88, 
25 Apr. 1970. 
36 EfPm-163. 

 
35 



 
 

6.24.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.24.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.25. Ogden Shops 

6.25.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.25.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.25.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.26. Millican 

6.26.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.26.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.26.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.27. Parkhill/Stanley Park 

6.27.1. Archaeological evidence 
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● Archaeological site EgPm-56. 

● Future excavation of Stanley Park would promise the 

possibility of finding bones at the base of the slope, which 

was once used as a buffalo jump. 

6.27.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.27.3. Names 

● Macleod Trail (see above) 

● Mission Road (see above) 

● Stanley Drive SW. The Stanley Park neighbourhood and 

park, and streets in the district with the name of Stanley 

(Stanley Place SW and Stanley Road SW), might have been 

named for Frederick Arthur Stanley (1841–1908), the 16th 

Earl of Derby and Lord Stanley of Preston, who served as 

Canada’s 6th governor general since Confederation between 

1888 and 1893. This, however, is speculation in the absence 

of evidence. Further research can establish Stanley’s 

associations and attitudes concerning indigenous peoples. 

6.28. Ramsay 

6.28.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.28.2. Historical associations 

● Spiller Road and 8 Street SE (known as Macleod Trail 

before 1967) are a remnant of the Old North Trail, which 

indigenous peoples used for millennia as a transportation 

 
37 



 
 

route (and possibly a bison run through a former channel of 

the Bow River).  37

● Louis Roselle (1821–1891), a Métis settler who had worked 

for the Hudson’s Bay Company for more than a 

quarter-century, established a farm in what is now Ramsay 

in 1880. 

6.28.3. Names 

● Bison Path. Further research will establish the meaning 

behind this street name. 

6.29. Renfrew 

6.29.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.29.2. Historical associations 

● Deerfoot Trail (see above). 

6.29.3. Names 

● Renfrew district. The namesake for this district is uncertain, 

but the name might have been chosen to honour the Prince 

of Wales, who later served as King Edward VIII and then as 

the Duke of Windsor. In 1923, he travelled to Alberta under 

the pseudonym Lord Renfrew.  During his 1919 visit, the 38

Nakoda named him Chief Morning Star.  39

● Rundle Crescent NE. Possibly named (directly or indirectly) 

for Rev. Robert T. Rundle (1811–1896), the first Protestant 

37 Marilyn Williams, Ramsay Historical Context Paper  (Calgary: The City of Calgary, 2012) 16. 
38 Simon Evans, Prince Charming Goes West: The Story of the E.P. Ranch  (Calgary: University of Calgary 
Press, 1993) 90. 
39 Ibid  23. 
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missionary in what is now Alberta. Rundle was a Methodist 

missionary to the Cree and Nakoda, 1840–48. 

6.30. Rideau Park 

6.30.1. Archaeological evidence 

● Archaeological site EgPm-55. 

● Only a few sites have been identified in Erlton and Rideau 

Park-Roxboro. These areas were among the early-settled 

parts of Calgary (Erlton was established as a community in 

1906, Rideau Park in 1911, and Roxboro in 1923), so 

surface evidence would have been disturbed and subsurface 

evidence made inaccessible by development. 

● The evidence found in Erlton and Rideau Park-Roxboro 

comprises blufftop scatterings that include animal bones 

(most likely from bison) and fire-broken rock. These are 

campsite remains left sometime in the last 4000 years and 

almost certainly by people from the Blackfoot Confederacy 

(which included the Siksika, Kainai, Pikani, and Tsuut’ina). 

The people who left these remains boiled water to extract 

grease from bones. They did so by placing the water in a pot 

or in a leather-lined pit, and then placing rocks that had been 

heated over a fire into the water. It would have taken only a 

few minutes for the water to boil. The grease would then be 

used for various purposes, and the bones would have been 

discarded. 

6.30.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.30.3. Names 
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● None identified. 

6.31. Riverbend 

6.31.1. Archaeological evidence 

● In 1970, the University of Calgary Archaeological Survey 

recorded evidence of a campsite of unknown cultural 

affiliation in a newly-ploughed field near the new Graves 

Bridge. Evidence included fire-broken rock, bone, and flakes. 

● In 1970, the University of Calgary Archaeological Survey 

recorded evidence of two campsites of unknown cultural 

affiliation, on in a gravel pit operated by Consolidated 

Gravel. The evidence at one site included fire-broken rock, 

bone, and possibly a McKean point (a projectile or 

arrowhead);  evidence at the other included fire-broken 40

rock, butchered bone, and about a dozen large rings.  41

● Carburn Park (67 Riverview Drive SE). In 1978, the 

Archaeological Survey of Alberta recorded a prehistoric 

terrace campsite on the east side of the Bow River in 

Carburn Park. Evidence included a small amount of 

fire-broken rock, bone fragments, and quartzite flakes.  The 42

Archaeological Survey also recorded a bone fragment and a 

quartzite flake at another site, but the flake was believed to 

have originated elsewhere and been deposited at the site.  43

6.31.2. Historical associations 

40 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site Number EfPm-45, 22 Jul. 1970. 
41 Ibid , Site Number EfPm-46, 22 Jul. 1970. 
42 Alberta Culture, Historic Resources Division, Archaeological Site Inventory Data, Borden No. 
EfPm-111, 1 Oct. 1978. 
43 Alberta Culture, Historic Resources Division, Archaeological Site Inventory Data, Borden No. 
EfPm-142. 
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● None identified. 

6.31.3. Names 

● Holy Angels School 

○ Successor to earlier Holy Angels School in the Cliff 

Bungalow district. Further research can establish if 

there are any associations between that original 

school (which remains extant) and indigenous 

peoples. 

6.32. Roxboro 

6.32.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. These areas were among the early-settled parts 

of Calgary (Erlton was established as a community in 1906, 

Rideau Park in 1911, and Roxboro in 1923), so surface evidence 

would have been disturbed and subsurface evidence made 

inaccessible by development. 

6.32.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.32.3. Names 

● Mission Road SW 

○ So named for the Roman Catholic mission 

established in the present Mission district in 1875 by 

the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a missionary order 

based in France. 

6.33. Section 23 
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6.33.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.33.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.33.3. Names 

● Stoney Trail SE (see above) 

6.34. Shepard Industrial 

6.34.1. Archaeological evidence 

● Site EfPl-99 (not consulted). 

6.34.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.34.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.35. South Foothills 

6.35.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.35.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.35.3. Names 

● None identified. 
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6.36. Southview 

6.36.1. Archaeological evidence 

● In 1970, the University of Calgary 

Archaeological Survey recorded evidence 

of a campsite of unknown cultural affiliation 

on the east side of the Bow River, on or 

near the present site of the Inglewood Golf 

and Curling Club. Evidence included large 

amounts of bone and fire-broken rock, as 

well as several flakes.  44

6.36.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.36.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.37. Starfield 

6.37.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.37.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.37.3. Names 

● Stoney Trail (see above). 

6.38. Tuxedo Park 

44 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site Number EgPm-47, 20 Jul. 1970. 
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6.38.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.38.2. Historical associations 

● Siksika Nation offices(132—16 Avenue NE) 

○ Siksika Nation has kept its offices at this location for 

several years. 

● Unitarian Church of Calgary (204—16 Avenue NW) 

○ Church hosted a panel discussion on First Nations 

problems, 1968.  45

■ 75 attendees; likely took place in the present 

church, which the congregation bought from 

Crescent Heights United Church that same 

year 

6.38.3. Names 

● None identified. 

6.39. Valleyfield 

6.39.1. Archaeological evidence 

● None identified. 

6.39.2. Historical associations 

● None identified. 

6.39.3. Names 

● Peigan Trail (see above). 

45  “Indian Problems Studied By Panel,” Calgary Herald  3 Feb. 1968, 10, 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=Hx6RvaqUy9IC&dat=19680203&printsec=frontpage&hl=en. 
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6.40. Winston Heights/Mountview 

6.40.1. Archaeological evidence 

● Fox Hollow Golf Course (999—32 Avenue NE). The 

University of Calgary Archaeological Survey has identified 

three kill sites in what is now Fox Hollow Golf Course, which 

had formerly been the East Mount Pleasant Dairy Farm. 

Evidence included bone and three choppers.  The 46

Archaeological Survey of Alberta later recorded a fourth find, 

of a bison humerus bone, in 1983.  There is also a glacial 47

erratic on the golf course, and it is possible to speculate that 

it was a buffalo rubbing stone. 

● Munro Park (425—18 Avenue NE). In 1970, the University of 

Calgary Archaeological Survey recorded evidence of a 

campsite of unknown cultural affiliation. Evidence included 

fire-broken rock, a bone, and a unifacial chopper.  48

6.40.2. Historical associations 

● The Hanson family, who owned and operated the East 

Mount Pleasant Dairy Farm on the present site of Fox 

Hollow Golf Course, used to trade horses with Indigenous 

peoples (or at least met with them to attempt this).  49

6.40.3. Names 

46 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site No. EgPm-24, EgPm-25, and EgPm-26. 
47 Alberta Culture, Historic Resource Division, Archaeological Site Inventory Data, Borden No. 
EgPm-238. 
48 University of Calgary Archaeological Survey, Site Number FgPm-16, 11 Aug. 1970. 
49 The author has contacts with the Hanson and Switzer families who still live in Calgary and are 
descendants of these farmers. In 2016, the family dedicated a plaque at the golf course to 
commemorate their family’s history on this site. 
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● Georges P. Vanier Bilingual Junior High School (509—32 

Avenue NE). Named for Georges-Philéas Vanier 

(1888–1967), the 19th Governor General of Canada since 

Confederation. In 1960, during Vanier’s term, status Indians 

got the right to vote. During a 1965 visit to Calgary, Vanier 

was named Chief Big Eagle by the Nakoda, Siksika, and 

Tsuut’ina nations.  50

 

7. Conclusion 

This report presents known association between Ward 9 and its communities and 

indigenous peoples of Treaty 7 territory. Further research can expand on the examples 

and context outlined above; consultation with indigenous elders and knowledge-keepers 

can contextualize and verify these examples. 

 

 

  

50 “Vaniers Bid Calgary Farewell After Hectic, Rainy Two Days,” Calgary Herald  17 June 1965, 1, 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=Hx6RvaqUy9IC&dat=19650617&printsec=frontpage&hl=en. 
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